
THE MIDDLE VIEW 

 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
As a school principal, of course, I am very proud when our students ex-
cel academically.  There is a great sense of accomplishment when the 
New York State Education Department releases its school report cards 
on student achievement and we are able see how well our students do 
compared with similar school districts. But, as wonderful as that sense 
of success is, it cannot compare with the satisfaction I feel when I see 
our students demonstrating respect and caring towards each other.  
 
For example, over the past few weeks I witnessed many of our students 
regularly volunteer to provide service and friendship to non-typical 
classmates. This volunteerism is apparent within our social skills devel-
opment programs and in our cross-district social dances. Also, every 
day I watch our kids reach out in friendship to those with special needs 
in the lunchroom, in hallways, and in special programs.  
 
As a principal, I see your children developing into young adults of value 
as they demonstrate integrity, respect and caring.  Woody Allen once 
said, “Ninety percent of success is just showing up.”   But, our kids 
don’t show up for special programs to build-up a private school applica-
tion.  Instead they truly give of themselves to make the lives of others a 
little kinder…a bit friendlier. This is truly a special school and commu-
nity.    
 
  
 
Sincerely, 
Peter Osroff                                      
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CALENDAR 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

“Success has nothing to do with what you gain in life or accomplish for yourself.  It’s what 

you do for others.”    --- Danny Thomas 



Why Your Child Should Study Foreign LanguagesWhy Your Child Should Study Foreign LanguagesWhy Your Child Should Study Foreign LanguagesWhy Your Child Should Study Foreign Languages    

 
 Language is at the core of human existence. Through language we express the hopes 
and dreams we hold for our families, our state and our nation. The ability to communicate in a 
second language enables us to know the hopes, dreams and visions of others around the world. 
The study of foreign languages prepares today's youth for tomorrow's opportunities by support-
ing basic skills instruction, developing cross cultural understanding and preparing our youth to 
enter the global marketplace. Sequential foreign language study yields many benefits: 
Listening Skills: Foreign language study has been shown to enhance listening skills and mem-
ory, contributing a significant additional dimension to the concept of communication. 

 

Reading Skills: In the area of language arts, students of second languages are thought to im-
prove their reading comprehension in the native language and also score higher in reading 
achievement. 

 

Higher Scores: During the past several years, data from the Admissions Testing Program of 
the College Board definitely shows a positive correlation between SAT scores and the study of 
foreign languages: 

• Each year of study correlates to increasingly higher scores. No other subject area, when iso-
lated, produced these results. 

• English and mathematics performance levels of students who have studied a foreign lan-
guage in high school are higher than those of students who have not. 

• Detailed studies also suggest that the mental processing skills required to do mathematics 
problems are also developed by language processing, and vice versa. 

 

Cultural Pluralism: Children who have studied a foreign language develop a sense of cultural 
pluralism, openness to and appreciation of other cultures. 

 

Career Development: The Nebraska Foreign Language Frameworks (1996) states that learning 
a foreign language provides a competitive edge in career choices in today's and tomorrow's 
world. This is substantiated by employers in New York State who, when interviewed by the 
New York State Department of Labor, expressed a desire for workers who can communicate in 
a second language. 

 

Global Economy: The global economy is a fact of life in the 21st century. Some pertinent fig-
ures are listed below: 

• One out of every six production jobs in the U.S. depends on foreign trade. 

• One half of the top profit making companies on Fortune Magazines "500" list are foreign 
owned. 

• Four out of five new jobs in the U.S. are created as a result of foreign trade. 

• Twenty million foreigners travel annually to the U.S. and spend $8 billion. They spend 
nearly $1 billion in New York City alone. 
  
The preceding information was obtained from a bulletin circulated by the New York State As-
sociation of Foreign Language Teachers. It was developed by the North Carolina State Educa-
tion Department. 



                                       

German Classes 
 

Deutsch macht Spass!  German is fun!  Traditional activities such as TPR, learning games, and Smart 
Board exercises are solid learning tools, but we also try to add a dimension and “live” the language.  If 
we can’t actually be in a country where it is spoken, then we create scenarios, pretending we are there.  
During each marking period, there is a project which provides students the opportunity to write, speak, 
and hear their target language in a “real” setting. 
 

Students in eighth grade German started the 2007-2008 school year with a unit on clothing.  After 
studying new vocabulary and expressions, they wrote and memorized a script for a “Modeschau”…a 
German fashion show.  Everyone in the class had a part, from director/announcer to models to com-
mentators.  The theme was “Kleidung aller Welt.”  Students chose their country and put together a cos-
tume representing that country’s typical dress.  They found music associated with the country to intro-
duce themselves as they “walked the runway.”  They had to state where they were from, give a descrip-
tion of the clothing they were wearing, and their “designer” classmates would critique their outfits.  
After some practice sessions, the Modeschau took place and was videotaped in the auditorium of the 
middle school.  It was a great success. 
 

The second eighth grade project involved the unit on house and home.  This required details about a 
house or apartment, furniture contained in it, and opinions about both. 
Students had several choices for this project.  They could create a narrated virtual tour of their own 
house, make a diorama of a house and describe each room and its contents to the class, make a booklet 
containing pictures, rooms, and commentary on both, or make a PowerPoint presentation showing the 
interior of a house and its contents.  They had to write an accompanying script and give an oral presen-
tation.  Students varied their projects and each of the choices was used, with the addition of two web 
collage designs! 
 

The next student-generated project will be a television commercial, with topics such as leisure activi-
ties, travel, and household chores.  This, too, will be either video-taped or presented by PowerPoint. 
           *** 
Seventh grade German students have worked on three projects, thus far.  The first was a travel bro-
chure and informational report on the countries where German is spoken.  It began with a geography 
lesson on Germany and the neighboring countries.  Then, students chose one of the sixteen German 
states, or a region of Austria, Switzerland, or Liechtenstein as their topic.  They compiled information 
for their report using the internet as a research tool.  They made a colorful brochure with pictures of 
monuments and places of interest.  Before they presented their information and brochure, students in-
troduced themselves and their topic auf Deutsch. 
 

Following the unit on personal identification and family, the seventh grade learned how to talk about 
their free time activities in German.  The project for this unit was a “Freizeit Buch” or free time book.  
Each student created a booklet of eight pages with drawings showing their sports, hobbies, and other 
interests.  On each page, they had to write two sentences about the activity in German.  In the final 
stage, each student presented and read the booklet to the class. 
 

Seventh grade German classes have taken the first steps in establishing “Brieffreunde” or pen pals in 
Germany.   Shortly before the holidays, they created cards which contained holiday greetings and a pen 
pal letter.  Copies of the letters will be sent to “Letternet” in Berlin, which is an agency that connects 
German and American students of similar age and grade. The classes look forward to making new 
friends and practicing their German in another format!! 
 



In addition to the many academic activities, German language students in grades six through eight 
enjoy the occasional cultural experience.  On December 6, all three grades celebrated Nikolaustag, 
following the tradition established by the original Nikolaus, Bishop of Myra three hundred years ago.  
Sixth graders placed their shoes outside the German classroom, and at the end of the period, found 
them filled with candies.  Candies were also left for seventh and eighth graders. 
 

During the last German Club meeting before Christmas, members followed another holiday tradition 
and made marzipan candies.  More than thirty students from all three grades attended this event.  The 
process of making and coloring the candy is especially popular, although attendance is high at every 
meeting (held the second and last Fridays of the month.)  When they are not celebrating a cultural 
event, members play one of the many German vocabulary “Jeopardy” games made up by the club’s 
co-presidents on the Smart Board.  They also participate in German-language scavenger hunts, watch 
German-language films, and plan trips.  All three grades took part in the Annual Steuben Parade in 
September, and the Historic Bethlehem Tour and Christkindlmarkt in Pennsylvania in December.  The 
eighth grade participated in a German-American Week celebration in October, and both seventh and 
eighth graders will see “Hansel and Gretel” at the Metropolitan Opera this month. 
 

The culminating event, however, will be the German language Sprachfest to be held on March 15 at 
Garden City High School.  This series of academic and cultural competitions will bring together stu-
dents of  German from all over Long Island.  There are spelling, number, vocabulary, and geography 
bees, a culture bowl, German-language fairytale enactments, and art and music competitions, among 
other things.  Although the Sprachfest is primarily for grades seven through twelve, the sixth grade 
will be allowed to take part this year in a German folk dancing competition. 
 

 

French and Spanish Classes 

 
 

Students in Mr. Strauzer’s 8th grade French class completed the House and Home Unit by presenting their 

projects in class.  Students were asked to create different  rooms and items found around the house, label 

and illustrate each room and item, as well as write ten sentences in the target language explaining what they 

do as part of their daily routine, where or at what time they do these activities, and where items of furniture 

or appliances are located.  Students were encouraged to use a variety of presentation options (website de-

sign, PowerPoint, posters, build a replica of their home, create a booklet, make a diorama using doll house 

furniture, etc.).  The students did an excellent job!  The students also recently completed a shopping pro-
ject.  They were asked to create an advertisement for an article of clothing on sale in their “own 

store.”  They were to find a picture of the item, label what it was, include the colors, size, price in Euros, as 

well as the opening and closing times for the store. 
  
Students in Mr. Strauzer’s grades 7 and 8 French and Spanish classes recently completed their first pen pal 

letter to their French or Spanish speaking pen pal.  Each student was asked to write about him/herself in the 

target language, ask about their pen pal in the target language, and send their holiday wishes.  Students 

were encouraged to share their responses with the class upon receipt of a letter from abroad. 
  

Students in Mr. Strauzer’s grade 7 Spanish and French classes rewrote their schedule in the target lan-

guage.  They were asked to list the periods (either day 1 or 2), the teacher with the appropriate target lan-

guage title (Señor, Señora, Señorita, Monsieur, Madame, Mademoiselle), the class written in the target lan-

guage, the starting and ending time of each class written in the target language, as well as an opinion written 

in the language they are studying.  The students were exceptionally creative!!!!! 
  
  



Spanish Classes 

 
Students in Mrs. Linardos’ 7th grade Spanish classes wrote their Garden City Middle School schedule en-
tirely in Spanish.  They creatively prepared their “Mi Horario de Clases” which included days of the week, 
class subjects, time schedules, and teachers’ names.  They embellished their schedule to reflect their person-
ality, likes and interests. 
 
Students “traveled” to Spain via the internet to “shop” online at Spain’s famous department store, El Corte 
Inglés.  They were given an allowance by their teacher in dollars, and were sent on a shopping spree. They 
were impressed with their ability to utilize the language in an authentic setting.  Before “purchasing” any-
thing, they had to be sure they had enough Euros.  They used an online currency converter to calculate 
whether their allowance would cover their purchase.  
 
As a culminating activity for the clothing and shopping unit, student dyads discussed, wrote and presented 
dialogues playing the role of a salesperson and a customer in a clothing or shoe store. Students integrated the 
4 skills in the target language– listening, speaking, reading and writing.   
 
In the weeks ahead, 7th grade students will create a booklet using Spanish expressions and feelings. They 
will express how they are “feeling” and why.   They will illustrate their booklet with original drawings or 
computer-generated pictures.  As part of the sports unit, students will prepare a written report on their favor-
ite sport and athlete, and they will make a verbal presentation, accompanied by a visual to their classmates.   
 
 Students in Mrs. Linardos’ 8th grade Spanish classes, as part of the unit in Health and Welfare,  created 
original drawings of the human body and labeled the various parts in the target language.  Students who 
enjoy using the computer created computer-generated images.  Some students created ‘life-size” images that 
creatively portrayed their body.  What a vivid and fun way to learn the target language vocabulary. 
 
Students created a booklet where they described various articles of clothing, and accessories worn by a fam-
ily member, friend, famous person or themselves.  They included a creative, original drawing or computer 
generated photo.  Their booklet included the day of the week, date, season and weather condition for that 
particular day.  It also included a complete description of the clothing, including color and fabric.  
 
As a culminating activity for the Clothing unit, students introduced the class to their puppet, bear, favorite 
actor or actress, famous person or original life –size figure and described the outfit the figure was wearing in 
detail.  What a lot of fun we all had!  Students integrated the 4 skills in the target language– listening, speak-
ing, reading and writing.   
 
In the weeks ahead, students will be introduced to the world renowned Spanish and Hispanic artists.  They 
will “travel” to the “El Prado” museum in Spain, where they will “visit” with the artists and their works via 
the Internet. Once in Spain, students will “travel” through the country via “RENFE” – Spain’s national train 
line.  They will plan an itinerary and purchase a ticket.  They will also look forward to “visiting” and 
“ordering” from a Spanish restaurant.  

The Perfect Season... 
  

Congratulations to the 2007 GCMS Girl's 7th Grade Volleyball Team for be-
coming the first team to finish their season undefeated with an im-
pressive 11 and 0 record.   The team’s success went far beyond 
winning.  This year’s roster consisted of 20 girls who displayed 
teamwork, desire, focus and the ability to have fun!   Just a few of 
this seasons highlights included: a 23 match winning streak, each 
girl  successfully getting her overhand serve over, and finishing 
with a school record of 51 matches won out of a total of 55 played! 



     
 
 

Students Learn Shopping Skills in Spanish 
 

Students in Mrs. Porter’s eighth grade classes recently spent a month acquiring the 
necessary vocabulary and skills needed to go shopping in a Spanish speaking country. 
They learned the vocabulary words for different clothing, materials that clothing is 
made of, European sizes, and were taught about the Euro. 
 
First Mrs. Porter taught her students about Spain’s largest department store, El Corte 
Inglés and had her students design and write a catalog for this store. They went online 
to the website for El Corte Inglés and were taught how to navigate the website which is 
written entirely in Spanish. The results of this project are on display in the main en-
trance showcase of the middle school.  
 
At the end of the month, students worked in pairs and wrote a conversation between a 
customer and a clerk in a typical Spanish store about buying a present for a friend. Mrs. 
Porter videotaped all of her classes. 
 
These two projects developed the listening, speaking, reading and writ-
ing skills of the students in Spanish and helped to prepare them for an 
authentic Spanish conversation. It also helped to prepare them for the 
speaking part of the New York State Proficiency exam in May.  

Students Perform Spanish TV Shows on Stage at Garden City Middle School 
 

Eighth grade students in Mrs. Porter’s classes are currently working on writing scripts for ex-
isting T.V. shows in Spanish.  They spent the entire month of January working in groups of 
four to six students writing the scripts for their shows and will spend two weeks rehearsing 
their parts. The performance is scheduled to be performed live on the auditorium stage on 
February 12th and 14th.  
 
On the day of the performance, students will dress in costumes, bring in props and play the 
theme music to their shows.  All of the shows will be videotaped   by Mr. Lee.  Some of the 
shows that the students are currently working on are: Friends, Hannah Montana, Live With 
Regis and Kelly, My Super Sweet Sixteen ( Mi Quinceañera Dulce), Saturday Night Live, Myth 
Busters,  What you Should Not Wear, The Bill Cosby Show, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and 

Rocket Power.  
 
All of the students are excited to be performing live 
on stage in front of their peers.  This is an excellent 
activity for the students to practice their listening 
comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing 
skills in Spanish. 

2008 Art Supervisors Association’s All-County Art Exhibit 
  
A record number of students were selected to participate in the 2008 Art Supervisors Association’s All-County Art 
Exhibit. This exhibit, which will be held at Adelphi University’s Ruth S. Harley University Center on Sunday, March 
9, 2008, honors the most talented young visual artists in Nassau County. The names of our middle school stu-
dents are listed below. 
  
Dennis Fediw - MS:  Joe Wilkonski – MS:  Lori Rousku – MS: 
Alexander Gee    Joanna Abballe   Anton Dobrolezhin   
Jia Kelleher     Amanda Feraro   Lucy Petropoulos   
Keara Martin     Liam Kennedy   Erin Wysocki   
Margot Ranieri    Marisa Su    Zoe Zeno   



Pronounce Verify Comprehend 
    

Mrs. Scarola recently attended a foreign language conference and brought back to her 

classroom new ideas for planning instruction to meet the needs of students with various 

learning styles.  

 

The new reading strategy, implemented in Mrs. Scarola’s eighth grade Spanish class, offers 

auditory learners an opportunity to enhance reading comprehension in Spanish.   

 

Students read softly into a telephone-like device made from PVC pipe.  While whisper-

reading, the Spanish words resonate back into their ear.  This activity reinforces reading, 

listening, and pronunciation skills in Spanish. 

 

The students read the passage three times. On their first attempt, the 

goal was to capture the overall idea of the content.  The second time 

the students read to answer various comprehension questions based 

on the passage.  The option of a third time was offered so that stu-

dents could focus on the expression and clarity of their Spanish pro-

nunciation. 

Eighth Grade Spanish 
  

Mrs. Reilly’s eighth grade language classes have been expanding their knowledge of Spanish this 

year by completing several assignments that demonstrate their growing proficiency in the target 

language.  Personal identification, health and  welfare, movies, television, winter/summer activities 

and shopping are among the topics they have covered in class this year.   The students acquired 

this new vocabulary through a variety of student centered activities such as: “Chutes and Lad-

ders”, “Risk”, “Pictionary”, “Jeopardy”, “The Dice Game”, dry erase board relay races and fly swat-

ter.  These activities allow the students to increase their communication skills while working in a 

team environment.  Several culminating activities were accomplished by the classes which exempli-

fied their emerging skills in Spanish. Students showcased their creative thinking by designing a 

Web Collage on their Health and Welfare Unit. After completing the chapter on Winter/Summer 

activities, the children designed and wrote postcards to a family member or friend in the target 

language from a winter or summer resort.  The classes traveled to the library lab to utilize this 

vocabulary on real life web sites found in various Latin American countries. Students also explored 

several vacation spots and decided where they would like to spend some vacation time in the fu-

ture.   
  

Looking ahead, the classes will study several more units in Spanish to help develop fluency.  Among 

these are house and home, travel and gastronomy.  They are excited about completing several 

more activities highlighting the students’ abilities and talents through a myriad of projects. Some 

of these projects include a Power Point Presentation of their home.  They will need to take photos 

of each room and describe activities completed in each area of their house.  Throughout our travel 

unit, students will view a video of Spain and decide a region they would like to acquaint themselves 

with by researching several tourist locations and activities.  They will compile this information and 

design a travel brochure explaining diverse tourist spots and facts for their region.   



 
      
 
 

     A Spanish Fashion Show at Garden City Middle School 
 

Seventh grade students in Mrs. Porter’s Spanish classes at Garden City Middle School recently put on a fashion 
show.  This activity was the culmination of their two week study of clothing and colors in Spanish. Students 
worked with a partner for the show and each took the part of the model and commenta-
tor.  Students were told to invent an identity for their model.  Then they had to think of 
an interesting outfit to model for the class. Students were told that in order to make the 
show “lively” the models should put together hilarious outfits complete with wigs, 
funny hats, and props. 

 
On the day of the fashion show, the students brought in their own music and walked 
down the “runway.”  When they were finished, their partner described in Spanish the outfit they were wearing.  
They were told to include the names of the articles of clothing, colors, European sizes, materials, and cost in Euro 
of the articles of clothing and where this outfit could or should be worn.  Mrs. Porter used an evaluation rubric to 
grade the students on their use of class time for preparation, costumes, props, music, and content of required ele-

ments, use of and correctness of Spanish, presentation, and creativity. 
 
This was an excellent project for the students to practice their listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writ-
ing skills.  The students enjoyed performing in this fashion show and are very anxious to know what their next pro-
ject will be.  Mrs. Porter tries to incorporate a speaking project into her curriculum each quarter so that the students 
can use their knowledge of Spanish in a real situation and enjoy their study of a foreign language.  

 

L'Italia - Il Bel Paese 
  

To become more familiar with  Il Bel Paese,  Mrs. Sorace’s seventh grade Italian classes worked on a project 

entitled, My Favorite Region In Italy.  The students chose one  region in Italy (such as Campania, Sicilia, To-

scana, Trentino) and placed a map of that region on background paper.  The students then had to locate 5 cities 

and sites that each of those cities is famous for and draw them on the region of their choice.  
A paragraph was written explaining important facts about the respective regions.The posters were then lami-

nated and can now be used as placemats!  The students enjoyed this activity and learned about some beautiful 
cities they may one day visit. 
 

Some upcoming projects are the original Carnevale masks in celebration of  the season of merriment that takes 

place in Italy before the Lenten season.   Passports, Power Point presentations, web collages, House and Home 
booklets, three dimensional posters of their homes and skits at the doctor’s office...are some of the projects 

Mrs. Caruthers’ and Mrs. Sorace’s eighth grade Italian classes have worked on this year!   
As the students worked on these projects, they had the opportunity to practice their reading, writing, listening 

and speaking skills and to show how creative they really are.  

 

In Signora Sorace’s class, students created authentic looking Italian passports as a culminating activity to the 

Personal Identification unit.  In Mrs. Caruthers’ classes, students created Power Point presentations entitled 

Chi sono io? (Who am I?).  Each slide consisted of a sentence describing  themselves.  
 

To sum up the Health and Welfare unit students worked on various projects.  Some students created web col-

lages reviewing the vocabulary and expressions which would be very helpful in a doctor’s office or an emer-

gency room.  Others worked on skits, reenacting a scene in a hospital, in a doctor’s office or in a dentist’s of-

fice.   
 

Students will be working on restaurant skits when the Food and Meals unit is taught.  They will also have the 

opportunity to demonstrate their artistic ability as well as business sense upon completion of the Shopping unit 

as they will be asked to create an Italian advertisement on clothing.  
 

 Mrs. Caruthers and Mrs. Sorace will also be introducing poetry in the classroom.  The 

students’ original poems will be displayed on one of the school's  bulletin boards upon 

completion of this project.   

 

All these projects enhance the students' knowledge not only of practical vocabulary but 

also of the differences and similarities in the culture and lifestyle of modern day Italy. 



 MOEMS News 
  

News of the Math Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools 
Garden City MS  

Meet 3 
 

The third meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle 
School (MOEMS) was held on Monday, January 14, 2008.  Our school 
score for this meet (total of the top 10) was 40 of a possible 50.   
 
Only one student had all five correct: 

Katherine McGannon 

 

Eight students had four correct: 
Kate DeMarco, Kathleen Demaria, Daniel Fortino, Desmond O’Malley, 
Katie O’Neill, Sarah Rubino, Michael Sullivan, and Thomas Zwicke 

 
 
 

The numbers above are based on a total of 67 students participating in this 
meet. 
 

 
Congratulations to all Math Olympians! 

 
 
 
 

Problem Number Number Getting it     

             Right 

 

Percent Getting it  

            Right 

3A 39 58% 

3B 46 67% 

3C 10 15% 

3D 40 60% 

3E 5 7% 


